THE BURNING OF HANCOCK, MICH.

One Hlundred and Fifty Buildings e-
siroyed—l.oss 32%0,000.
Frou the Portage Lalke Mining Gazetle, April 15,

About 30 o'clock Sunday morning, the
blowing of the Quiney stawp whistle, and the
rising of a hugh column of thick black rinoke,
annonneed to the people of this plice that a se-
rious fire had broken out in our sister village of
Hancoek. The fire orfginated inalittle French
saloon, acl{uinin;: the Catholie Chnrehand sehoolg,
There had been a danee in the house all the
night, and at the wind-up the stove, it ap-
peary, was overturned, and itg contents seittored
over the room, Without attempting to extin-
guish the flames wlich at once gprung up, the
party decamped amd 1eft the building to its fate.
The Imilding wis sitnated in the northwest quar-
ter of the town, and the wind, anfortunately,
wik blowing from that quarter, The tire guick-
Iv enveloped that building, and communicated
from it to those conticuous on the east, and in
less than half an hour there were half a dozen
baildings in flanies on that side of the street, and
soon thoxe on the other side eanght from the in-
tense heat, amd burst out with uvexampled
fiereeness,

Abhout this time the water gupply gave ont,
withont any particular benetit having been de-
rived from it or the paltey fire apparatus belong-
ing to the town, The thunes spread from honse
to house, on hoth sides of the street, and back in
cach direction among the outhouses, harms, ete,,
inereasing in extent and flereeness, antil, at the
ot of an hour more, not less than thirty-five
buildimgs were simultancously in flames and in
conrse of destritetion,  ‘The seenes which ensued
hegear deseription, I was the most awfn! spee-
Gicle we ever witnessed,  The flames roxved
like an approaching tornado, and crickled like
the dischinrgee of strageling volleysof kil avmes,
The air was het, sufloenting, and thick with;
hlinding smoke—now settling down like a palil
over the whole town and now lifting by the
wind, revealed bhroad sheets of flame from
iftv to  flve hundred feet in length, uand
reqeling, at times, almost the clouds, After
the tirst st hour all hope of saving any
of thte huildines comprizing the business portions
of the town was abandoned, as the length of the
fire was now fully one-cighth of a mile, and the
fbines were leking up building after building
like stubble,  Merenauts and siall dealers -
hled their stocks pell-mell into the streets and
nundreds of willing hands conveved them speed-
ily, if not very tenderly, heyond the apparent
danger. Some of them were woved thiree or four
titmes before a place of safety was found.

In six hours nearly all that remained of the
onee thrifty village of Iancock was an immense
heap of embers, covered with a stifling vloud of
amoke. A small frnge of diminutive buildings on
the north and west, among  which the Catholie
and Methodist charehes, St Patrick’s and Ma-
gonie Halls, leom up like monuments marking
the graves of their neighhorg, are all that is left
of Haucoek., The ground hurned over is eati-
mated at twelve acres, on which were sitwited
150 buildings, of which 130 were used asdwellings
in whole or in part, Every store in the town was
consuined, but, with two or three exceptions,
were fully insured, and no detrimment experi-
enced beyond that of temporary inconvenienee,
The people seetn to have aceepted the situation,
and have gone to work with a will. Nearly
thirty temporary struetures have been orare in
conr=e of construction, and othera will o up as
00N a8 men and hunber can be obtained,

The following is a list of companics and the
suns insured thorein

Home, New.Haveu...... N £24.000
Tntoerprize, Cincinnati...o..oo.. cresserneareneass 9300
Tlome, New-York............. R B (
Ins. 0. of N, America, I'hil'a..... N 98 I

Liverpool, London and Globe..oooaeooniiianinns 7,500
Manhattan, Now-York...oovoviiiviniinnininniae 4,000

Jdotna, Hartford...oooononn Vrerraensan ceevaas cores 4,000
Phoenix, BrookIymh..oooniiiiiiiiciiiciscscieane 4,000
Irving, New-York.......ocoineinnoiianen vireaaee 3,800

Underwriters” Ageney, New-York..ovveeoeancen, 3,300
N:lli"l]ll]‘ﬁtl ]JOII.iHIltDil‘Illllll.'ill‘illl"‘..'l. 3";{‘}
Norh Americin, NowYork. .o oieievissininniias 2,000
Stock and Mutual, Chicago...oooivvieviesniinnnne 1,000

A Cleveland company is eaid to have lost
¢in.ao0: the Pheenix, Harttord, $5,000; Rock
Raver, Wiseonsin, $3,000, and a Milwaukee comn-
pany several thousands, but we have no returns,

From the full hist of Josses it is estimated that
the total toss is $281,500, on whichi there is in-
surance to the amount of $126,500.
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